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tlic .>ccau, 1111(1 llicir U^c^ are 1mm ir,,0UO Ui 18,000 ie.^t 
lieiiciitii it. Keferrctl to tlie bottom i>t' the oticaii tiuj^-c; 
iiimiiitiiiiii are higher tliiiti the ITiiitiilayu;'. StiuiiUiig uiJoii 
tlio iKirt!K'a.^turii t-oast of FLmaii tho «-e,^l of Mauiui Kesi 
h ](?s.s than twoiity iiiikv away, and U nearly three inile.s 
ahove m. At a tli:it:iiice of ahoiit tliirty iiiiic'!; at sea the 
oceaii floor U about three and ii half miles below as. I inn 
nut aware of^aiiy other place in tlie woi-hl where, along a 
line Je.s.< than fifty miles in len^lh, may hu foiihd a difler- 
cnw in altitude of more than six niiles. 

The JIil^^■aiia]l gi-oiip nmsists of ioiir hii'gi'r imd liair 
Miialler islands. The largest isiaiid i-s named Ilawiiii. U 
has a lf:ni;th of alioiit iiinely mil.- and a width of sevcjity 
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little ki« timu two tin ul- of the ain of tlie eiitiiegr(iii| 
It JM not, however the mo t i«)))ul ni« ioi that (tixtiiictioii 
hcloiigs to the ishuicl jf Oihii on » ]iuh i-, itimlfd the 
liniicipul.towii iuwl tii]ittl Hoiuhilii whitli is tie ctiitti 
of ti'iule utid the Be it of thu oO\ ei iiiiieiit 

Only u siimll iiortum of oacli island is iniiiuhle of siistiihi- 
iiig II dense i)o]iiihttion. 'I'lie hiterioiy lire nioiiiitwiiious and 
jrenfrnlly ivHgh, enigjry. ""<' <'"t with pi-ofouiul jwigcs of 
the wildest description. The liiihituhle iiortioiis ave uesir 
the sea-iMimt, forniinjr a riiifj uroiintl each ishind ; hut oiilj- 
ft |«rt of t'iich liiii; is hiihitiihle or cultivuhle, Some })in- 
tioiw are iiiteuwJy mid nod biuicii; othei* are eiivered 
with I'cc-iHit floods of htva, iiiul still others ait huuudefl hy 
lofty locky eoast.-', ami ti-enehed with niviiies wo deep and 
ahi'Hpt that ticwsf \x dUHenlt. Generally s|Kiiking, the 
proportion of hiibitalile nreii is t^ingnlarly snuill. JJut thi^^ 
[wrtion-s wliicli are well finored iire prohaldy eapahle of 
snstaiiiiiij; aa dense a pi)i)uliilion as any tniets in the woHii. 

The dimale of these islands is the climate of I'aradi.se. 
It is never hut, and, exeept at eonsiderahle altiliidi^', it U 
never i-olil. liai-ely hat^ the thcrnioineter lieeii kiiinvn 
to reaeh DO" on the MWi-eoast, or t(, fill] helow (i-j". The 
teuijienilnre in mo«t loealities may l)e averajred the year 
ronml as varying l[)etwGeii 75° and 8;)°. lint while the 
tein])fratinv of any given lowility is very nniforiii, there is 
womlerfiil variety in the elimate as we pasn fioni one plaee 
111 another. Indeed, there are aluiwt as many eliinate-s as 
there aiv M[(uii'e leagues. As a rule the windward i>r easl- 
ern siilcs are very rainy ami the leewiird ."ides very dry. (Iji 
the eastern eo;ist of Hawaii the annnal nuiifall x'ariia fjom 
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l.'»0 to 2->0 inches. On tlii^ imitlnvest wast uf tlie ^aiiic 
ishiiul il is pi-i)biihiy le^^s tluiri tlit; twentieth part of tli"s(^ 
ill II' mill:?. The islaiidn l>eiiig s-itualeil within the tcade-wintl 
licit, tliv wiiiil blows <!uiii"taiitly tVoiii tiie eadt and northeast 
(luring the yreiitor part of the yeav, and L- unly subject to 
l»rit'f' inteiTiii)tioiis during midwinter. Violent Htoiina occur 
iirdv in the wiiitiir time, ami these, tuiulug once or twice a. 
vtai- fii.1111 the s<oiith«wit, uie known as koiuis, whicli means 
ill ilio native laiiKiia^ii !hu .■^outliwesl. IJuriug a stay of 
six iimiitlis oil ihe islands I only lioiird a single peal of 
lhini.!,T, 

TlH>i' islands aro all of volcanic origin. They are com- 
piiscd uf IwsaUic lavas, and no other rocks are found there 
excepting a few consolidated coi-iil sands, which are i-eni- 
iiants i>f old seu-beaehes »i])heavccl from oU tn 200 feet. In 
llu' two westerly islands the voleanic activity has long been 
I'Xtiiiit. M.j-l i.f the ancient i'i'att-i>i have been obliteiiited, 
aiLd the volcanic (lilc?^ built iiji during the ]ionotis of activ- 
ily have bccu greatly ravaged and wasted by .sid)s(;(|iient 
cni-iiiii. Xextlotbe platcans und canon conntry of the 
Itiicky Mdinitain ivgion, It windd be diftlcidt to iind any- 
where imiie inipi-essive and snirgestive example-s of the 
wa-lin- and sli)W destrtiction of the hind than tho.'^e ]n-e- 
-eiili'd by these inlands. AVc find there grand ilhi.stratioiid 
iiftbe HM) aiBthods by which the general pro<«ss of ei-orfion 
a.roiiip|i<liw it.- Hork. First, is the action of the rains, fol- 
hiwed by the <lec<.inposition nf the massive rocks and their 
e'Mivcrsinii ij)t.> soil, and aU. the action of running water 
:nid ;^,ii..,al .W^,y of llie vock masse.', residling in ibc fbi-- 
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iiig gi'tiiiilctir ; i-ecuiuUy, wo fitiil the sluiv but incessaiil iii- 
I'lmcls Hinde by tlie ivavea of the oceiiii upou n sea-coast, 
f;iinliuiny wealing Wlc the cliHs und slowly paring away 
tlic rocky shore, until, aftev the liijee of tliousaaclaof yeaii^, 
the ifBii }ias eaten its wayacveial miles into the land. Thits ■ 
HO have on the one hand very r;triking examples of one way 
in ivhich ninuiitaius ate hwilt, and we have on the other hand 
equally .stiiking examples of the ways in ivhieli those inoim- 
tains ai-e dewtvoyed. 

Travelei-3 in lliu loily vole;uiic islitnds of the Piidile have 
fre^pieiitly noted with some sui-prise the singularly sharj>, 
angular, iihrupl featiiriw of their mountain Kceiieiy. It is 
very iiiijiressive in the Fijisand Samoa, in the Ladroneiiud 
Caroline, and Society gi-oujs. But none of them rival in 
wildness and grandeur the still loftier islands of Hawaii. 
Gorges lilllc inferior to Yo^eniite in niagititnde are rather 
iinmeroiis. l>ut in a eortain shai-pnefa of detail and tmi- 
niation in tlio i^ciiiptnre they are ipiitc unique. The island 

if Kail II III I tliL wenteiu poition of the isl tnd of Jliuii 
e II J I 1 1 1 Id \ oluuni, pil< ai high as Mt W nlniigton 

Old iiiiitli Inuidci and lou^ei lliej lie htti iIU aiwul t 
jiuLt-. In nnn\ ninnenst, (anonlikt, goige which tut 
tluin to lliiii loiindition 0\ei dl j-^ -pi cad luiintlod 
tiopn il \igctiition, m compui&on with which tluiichtat 
veidme of our tenipi.rttt /on* is but the gaih of povcrt\ 
Whoc\ei ix-iid- SiHlvCspeaif '- lunpc=t nid \i ita the B i 
iiiiida-. ttili lit disenchanted h >ni some of tin. nuHt plei-'ing 
dhHiun 1 tliL phu Bui it Hiaka-ptate cotild oiih h i\i 
known thi ui tern -hoie- of AIiui n TI iw ni aiil i I 
thun the ^(^iic ifhHiln It wonll hn( li d if j ill 
auothei i-laiin tu inmioi talitj . 
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Tin's wealtli of vpnhiro mid si.lciiiVn- .if !.micry ii^uiilly 
occm- upon t!ip ivlii(hv!ir<l siflo:; of t.lit isliuulH, fov iipini 
tlioae sides are foiiiitl tliecaiij^e wh'wh [ivotiiu-es tlieni. Tliis 
fjuise is the copious rniufall bvoiiylit by flie |KM'potiml tiwle 
winds. Noticing cm]l)pmfiit!pk'i\fitig((itlie1ovor of beaittifiil 
Kccnery than ft ride nloiic; the ivlndwftvd coasts of Maui anfl 
Hawaii. The Iniid tei'iniimtwi in elitfa, varying fi-oni 200 
to 500 feet in lieight, plunging doivn almost vertieiilly into 
ttie Pacific. The long heavy swell driven for thousands of 
miles before the trade-wind breaks with great iorce against 
these iron walls. The su rfaee aliove slopes ujjwai'ds towards 
the mountainous interior, at (iivst with a gentle aeelivity 
which becomes steeper inland, and at length preeipitons. 
This plntforni is gashed at short intervuls by trite cafionf!, 
which Jiearl fur np the mountain slojitis, and open scawaj'ds 
in the great terminal wall. A mile or two inland from the ' 
brink of the elift-bonud shove is a foi-est so ilense that it can be 
|K>netraled only by hewing a way thiiiugh it or e)llo(vii(g h 
liuth ah-oady hewn. To de-^cribe the glories of this tropical 
vegetation is impoa^ible. Only those who have beheld it 
can conceive of its splendor and Inxirriance. Yet there is 
0!(e nnrivaled fcatni-e of the island vegetution, wliicli has 
no pduillel el ewhtu tliau ni tht Pa< ilieand Au'tral i land'* 
and which maj bt mentioned Ihis i, the feuH Iheie 
nienmic than 300 pc<ie of them ni tin Hiwin tn lalands 
and tlu m«t con=!pRitoti iic tnttcin Mhuh nn-\\ m 
u mina ibund mt inUnin|tnn nc J he* jftui < \ci 



the sulc tf the inuit^ f iimn i (in k t vln 1 
nnpcmti l.lo ind btomt imi th 1,, n\Ll\<t ditp 
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iffh nid cxjni&it !> i i(t in I iHl il n 1 
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Bill tlievc-iu-oc-'iiitiasts. TliorcMiie i.iirtions i.niic ir-tain!.- 
wliero tlH! ftatTircrt have iit fir^it sight iio iiiorc id coiiiinoii 
witli tliiise just spoken nf, tliaii if tliey helimged to niu'llier 
)>]iinel. Tlie lieaiitiful or grniiil scenery h fmuu! in tln'-'f 
■jMirtH wlieiirtlie voleiiiiic activity hjis long Iteeii dmnmiit. 
Tlip poiilnisti'd ]iortioiis iite tlmse whevt; tl»e vnlcauoos' ai-p 
Htill ill n<;tion, or liave i-cteiitly pii) out tlieiv fires. 

The w}iiHiern liiilf (if tin; j-rent if-hind Hawaii is wivei'ed 
hy tlif two griHulest viilamoes in the world — ^laoiia I-o!i 
and Kilaiica. The great eeiit ml ])ileisAIaiiii!iTjoa. which is 
certainly Ihe numarph of iiindwii vol<;anofc<. lis naaic 
sif,'ni(ief the Gival llouiitain. No other in ttie world ap- 
proaches i( in the vastiicss" of its joass ur in the magnitude 
of its eriii»tivc activity. Tlievc. ai-e many vnlcanio jusths 
higher in air, hut these are phuited ujiou elevated [ilatfnnns of 
stratified r<wV, wliei'e they iipjwar as mere cones, i.if grciilev 
or lesH .sine, Regaitling the phitfoi-ms on wJiieh they st-tind 
a* their true iKises, the eonej' thetiinelves, and tiie lava^ 
wliieh hiTve emanated fi-om thoTu, neve.r appnim'h the mag- 
nitude of Manna Loa. JKtna and all if^ adjnncls are im- 
nieasnraWy interiin-; while i^hasla, lItM>d, ati'l Unniei-, if 
melted dmvii and run together hito one pile, would stili fall 
nnu>h below the volume of the island volcano. Jn tlie 
gi-eatnens of its eruptions, Jljiuna Loa is also without a 
rival. Someof tlie volcanoes of Iceland Jiave been known 
to di^rge at a single outbreak volumes of lava quite 
equal to them. But im that t,-land Miidi extravasations are 
infi'equent, and a century has nfiw claiBeil since any such 
havo been eniitteil. The eruption!! of Manna Loa are all 
ofgivatvoinme, and oeenr irregidaHy, with au average hi- 
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:i!ioiil dulit v<';ii>. Any iuit (if iin»ioi!i?iatP (tii[>- 
iT.-rnits 111(110 lava lliiiii Vesuvius hiis.outpoiireil 

last .lays of I'.nniicii. Tlie {rrpat flow of lS5.~i 
arly liavr; Ijiiilt Wtiviiis, aii.l tli(M' of \m> siiiil 
(■ not ^'i-eatly iiifrri(ir. 
iiwiiiiiin volcaiKHw iii-c iti wmin i\'s|Kcl!i alinnniiiii. 

(listinptivf! of tlieir eliariieici-Utic^ is tlio fiiiif,ii- 
li't iiiiil iiinlciiinn^'trativo inetlioik of tlieir eruii- 
aivlvai'o tiiese jinvteiitmiJ evenly iittemlei! l>y any 
■\[ii(vive action ivliii^li i- nmiiifr-tw! Iiy all olliei- 
■: III only i-iH^ 111- two iiistaiuio.- vitliiii tlie liii-tovic 
vc tlu'v Ixni iic<(iiii]Kin!(-(l liy oartlnniiilios and suh- 
;s niiiLl.liiii.^. Tlio v.ast jcli- of steam Mnivn miles 
liii- eiiicli;v« aii.l la|iil!i ii.r and wide, and fillin- 
■US witii vivjxir, dust, and ;.slie.,, liavc novel- Ix-eii 
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.R'S. liiit only ill ft feul.k- wiiy. Ordiiianly the 
i-r!i in stniieinl'Hir; ijuantitios, liitt as quietly as 
roiiotiiin. So mild ai-c tin; eruptive foree.a 
ivd- iiiay^tand t(i tlic wiiidwitrd of one of 
;uH.liiiii., and sdiieiiril thai ilielie:it will make 
■, vol widirmt daii.L"r-'r. Usually llic- outbreak 
itiidiit wariiiiifr, aii«i even witlioiit the kn<™!- 
iii tlie vieinity, wlio fiisl become aware of it 



lid!, wlien 



: wiiule lieai 

■fiervflmnla; 



af,dow witli ilie 



]in-ads, Imiidieds •>{' |ieo])!e (lock to it to ivitnes.^ 
(' sixTtiicle. and .lis|ilay as nmcli eagerness Uv ii|i. 

•s.-one,ifanern!>ti..ii ai^ llie i.e,.|>!e ,>C„t!,H- ( i- 

lo ^'el. iiwiiy from one. 
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.VII thin iw ill stiiuigcrtt coiitraKt witli tlid oiiliiiiiry voU'auit. 
At tho ntlici p\tienio i- such nn emptinii T" that nhitli 

lijil)])cnp<l 1 i t V\i„H t at Kiakiiti i in tlie '^tnulu of Suinl \ 
Witli tlie |uUI iKldctitl f tins (ata=ti iplit mhi iiit nil 
taiiiiliaT. \p\ ilhn is it ^\^^.•i tlie oruiitioii of SnnilnHii 
oil the Islaiul <f '^iiinitn in 1*^1 > imiit liue been — if ne 
can i-elyiijiin the icconnta of it — even moie eueifjetit niiil 
(IcftiHietive The euiption (f Ci e^umi in Nicangiui in 
1S35, appfat-. t 1 ne Iten of theKaim charactei m ii]ioii 
a stule qintt tqiml while <iii(C oi tHice in i ruitin \ 
('■(itapaxi '.liakf the chini of the Anilef thuni^h hilf 
its loii{;Hi filK the l.\ with ilii'-t an 1 wmiit n nlu 
into niKlni^ht fti a Ininlwd nulc- numul Ihc tiiipli n 
of j1'>nn havi'all lieen on a smaller scale, hutftill suffiaent 
t'i Mil all Sicily with terror. Vi-siivius is iii-iially reganled 
as a very ohsfrcpprou^ voiU, Init its iKirfovnianccs are uM^ro 
Fourth of ,Tuly tire-works in companion with tlie^-e Diiy-ot- 
.Iiiil;rnicnt proci-etliofp at Sunihawa, K'nikntna, imil C'of;i- 

'riin explo.-;i\T agent in ihi'sa terrilile convulsions is ^le;ini. 
[[) their originril spat, miles deejiin tin; earth, Ihc lavas coiilidii 
coiif^iflerahlo (junntities of water; hnt the eonrlition of tliis 
water ia hiicIv ns we have, at the siirfaee of the earth, no expe- 
rience wilh, exce]it as we olwervc it in volcano^, it \» water 
iisl hilt, or even yellow hot.ancl uniler a pi-e?BUi-e lumdreds of 
times grentcf iluui that of the ^teani in a locomotive hoilei' — 
II pre^.juiv proliahly ("niiiavalile to that cxerteil by gnn- 
|iow(ler ill a |iower('ii! <aHiioii. Under the enorniou.s piw- 
f.nre,oei;iirMngat a depth of several miles within tl\c earth, 
water is abRorhed by Ihe lava^ in iiiiirh ihesainv w;iy as 
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I I W liMi llic hivHs ib-c ti» tliL -iiiiatt wliei€ tlii. 
I uiiitndl then <\i>!o"i\t,«ieigv l>tcoiin,i tein 

li Ml iin !.-■ »'U(ii off iiB lilt uiaoi liCtl bottle of nine 
I L(~ ^'^•■, niilj a ttiou->iiiicl time- mute MolLiitl\ Jiiut 
I iH\ ^11 iluiocl) chiu^il iMth \ 4101 of w itej iit 
V I th it mIicii ji'. m tlif (ait (if Ki tkntii 1 1 \ eiit 1 
! ( \|il )-:i\( tiiei^v Iiuoiiie-' ^o ] lucli^imi-. tliat tin 
I 1 ttii into fiut diiit iind (li,-i|>tttfl m tlm siiiHjiiiul 

I lui VHlioii{!;li tliii evtitiiieot e\plosive Jicti\- 
] ! o {.1 iiiiiion fall tin (.oiiifoit atul wifet> oi tlic 
1 in It 1- lij m> mciDs the iim-t fiLtiiieiit TJic 
i<liiiii\ t\|ii. of \(ilciuio I-' iiiii 111 uhith tli( c\|)l() 
I- not '-0 iiiteiiw .IS to blow tlie whok of thi, cjeitcd 
lilt 1 iiiijiilpiblediis!, InitWow- it into iHlktitet lilt (1 

1 111 e gi iiiH of hipilli aie of nli h/i.«, fioiu ih it of 

! 1 « lie it H]i to lho--(, of (aiiiijii hill-, ami '.ouiL 

li 11, iliiiiirliul tui-.oi iHoii. AVith 11 mijoiit\ 

III I "htthii i(ti\( 01 t\iiiict tin giuitet ]iiit of 
iiil.naiili (■i-,tintjth( 111 111 thi- fi it,m(i't il 

I illi^ iit(.k iiioiind tht oiifui Ihc> huil'l up 1 
111 (.OIK. \Mtli I (II]. on thi -iiiiiiiiit II11-, I 

I iiiki coiK Mo-t of th( V il ini ])ik> .i Ik 

i (1 )»i)L(l wiUicmdii ( iiic- th piiiKiiul liiilkif 
lilt oi lipilh iitil -.coil i(( 111 tiiii!! witli ^oiiK 
1 .iiKii of flovMii^' In I -titim- iiii\((! Ill It 1- 
il II jiiilt inlf of lh( \iihiiiK iiiit(,iiil lion \i-i 

111 ^1 Ik tjii L,l-,of UdimirhdiLii if lich fi u 

iMilmahixloi.Miui-ituiiiMiuiii L.I ml 
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Kilaiitii are very reniiirknble cxucptiitiis, 'J1iey coiisiut 
nliiiost wholly of inassivo sheets lunl flood- of liivii. On 
Sraiinii Loii there iire hut tlie luoat iiisigmhiuiit tnitts of 
fragiiieiital [(rofUiets, niul oii Kii.iiiea thcic are only a 
(hmeu oi- tivo ofsmall < iiuloi' coiift- The hua-> of tiiese gfcat 
volcanoes fiowetl qtiiotly out in iiioimont diliiges, ninniuj,' 
son)etiiiie.< fijr ])ionth!>, or cvtm a nhole year, with only tliu 
least ]HB^?ibIe signs of exphisivc notion tliroiighoitt the entire 
(liirnlioii of'llie flows. 

One eonriCiiienee of this ijiii.'l methu.l of eni|>tjcin li:is 
heen to givf to tliese colos,ial pilew ii wholly exceptional 



I'orni iiinong voleanoew. Instead of n Imj 



inng 



the aj)ex of JIaiina Tjoa, its siinnnit is nearly u fltit i>laiii, 
five and n half miles long and nearly four iiiilc;- wide. 
IVithin tins iihiiii if- sunkeit ii pit thrtie niileti long, two mile- 
wide, and a thonsand feet in depth. In the floor of this pit, 
at eertftin times, maybe seen a lake of led hot liquid la\a, 
varying in size from time to tinit but ocu-^iouallj i lu;,c 
Hi? thirty or tlirty acres. At intei \ ik of hftten or twuity 
mimites a eoluinn of liquid lavii ot gieat hiiUiuKj lu-liige 
and as high iis the Washington mouumtnfc «ill he lUitn i( 
is completed, is shot upwards and falls hick intj tlic laia 
jxiol in !i fiery apiiiy. This grand display jT-oTiittinie* ktpt 
up for nionth.-i, and is generally tiinnn itedl)> an eiii])ti n. 
When an outbreak oeeui-s it doer, not I ike ])! lie uiii ilh at 
the Miminil, hut a fis^^urc suddenh open ni tin idi. o( tlie 
mountain, out of which a sheet of hua ■^poiit- hiuidtt,d of 
feet into the air, and, fiilltng, eolkits into a nn^ht\ ii\u of 
lii-c half !i mile in width, and ruslm at hi t ^Mth ^u it se 
hifily down the slojie, Aflcr rumnng suuc nnlmt i ul ■> 
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hiMcUi of tliL iU•.^ 
mIik h h t\i ^ncn this 
u fuiin It i-iniontra t »ithnll olhei 
. oi its lltil aud^ciiti> ^lojjcd piolik 
1/ (loiiii. while "loiH. aic ouh ilmiit 
. it Iiiii^i 1 ut aicont\ foiii iIl^ilp 
I l.>|it mii^iu, ill llu w i\ h.mfittiHii 
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<k,iCL t tli.h ^mU\ull it> a„iL-. lUlijuil tui 
luuull ii )iu tiiC luiiiiiil luu] iip]im (l>mt iit d ditiibiit 
tliuiiALlvei iit miiiieit e di-'lnuctv But if lingiueiit tl pitxl 
ucts wPiT i|CctLd 111 any i]iiivntitj tliey hcuIcI ])ile iij 
Hiouiid tlio- iiliK ln>iu ^\lllcll tlic) ttcit, ijcctctl luid tlun 
f>iiii sttc] (uiuciil lull'' 

lliciiiteiit of SIiuiii Ljih iii.!it \\1iuU> mn\tiitli> of 
tlitiiuiico) inoiiiit iiiKtiiui, It I iiect ii^.loutvci t 
piocuit a^uKlt. i\] ktiowD tlip V IV otiierwjoe tlie juuiiiev 
H jmtt) «iuct)pi M. Jiion, iiiteientiiy than ivao tvijcctul 
Slimy of the tavii stfeaiiis ai-o miisses of liitge cliiikei'4 of tliu 
nior't lingular and cruol asjveet iinagiiuilile ; iiicltied, tlie luitu- 
iiu'Lik? of iiii iiiTlic k-o tiold are good tnivcliiig iiitronipari- 
.-=011 ; and only ix jjuUlcs thmiliar with the iiiouiitahi kiiows 
how to avoid thuin, 

JiLrtt ea.'rt of Maiinii Loii, about twenty or twciitj--fiv(; 
iniliv, is the tai'-fiiiiiod volcano Kilaiit-Ji. ThU lias imcn 
visited and described ko often that little needs to he saiil . 
lieif. It contain* a great pit olniilar tothat on Manna Loa, 
and tioniewiiat liwger, though not so deep. 

Within it ai-e the groat lake^ of fire always hnrniiig. 
Tlio hike ai the Muanuit of Maium Loa h froncu over am! 
s-ilont, without a tniee of volcunic activity, fin' several year* 
at a time, luid is ojieii only for several mouths or sometimes 
ft year or ho before a great eruption. But at Kilauea the 
lava lakes are always atbime and have been so ever since 
the earliest traditions of the natives. Forty years ago there 
WHS a jjit within a pit, and in the lowest deejt was a lava 
pool half a mile or more in diameter always boiling, spout- 
iiig, and fiamiiig. At the present time the iinier pit is 
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cjiiito iWhd up ivitli soli.l ]:ivn, :in.i it hirgo conlcul pile <,C 
iwfci^ Imilt lip ovtT tlH! silo <if tliifi f.iiriH'r h,Ve.. "W'itliiii 
this |)ile of iiKjliH, liDWovPv, i« tliu ri?!ii?iiuit of this lake, now 
nl>oiit tPiia(i-p?iniire;i. Tliilf iiiniiediiftiiiit is iiKCcoiiillnliu 
ivliii-li h ciisi!y visito<l, iuid it in (in cxliilnnitiiif; siglit to 
j^taiiil iif niglit upon the brink of it niid ivaicli tlie boiling, 
t^vii-giii{r, and E^vii-lin'f of i^ix a<-i-p? of melted lava. At In-ief 
iiitprvJils tlie surfai'ti darkens over l>y the (ornnition of a 
lilaek solid cruat with streaks of five iironnd tlie pdgt«. 
Suddenly a network of iTuckw shoot;' tiiro»i;h (he eiitiio 
<-rii«t, and thc! fraj^menls ti mi down fdgo\vi:=e and sink, leav- 
ing' the jiuoi ime glowing e>c|)aiiso of exactly the appi^ai-anec 
iii' iio nnicli melted (ras^t-ivon. The heat and fusion of thi;^ 
lake \^ maintained in spit*' of llic onoj-mon^ hw^ of heat by 
vadiiilioii !iy the ronslant nwent of large quantities of iii- 
tcnyly lii)t vai'mi's from tlie deptliN of tlie earth. 

An houiV lectnre, ladief and goutlenicii, leavts no time 
till' rhetoric and graw^fiil transitions fi-oui one tliMne to an- 
other. Having cliovelcd out to you, so to speak, aime 
incohcrcnl ve.oark.s eoncerning points of spei'ial interest in 
the islands, I j.roeecd at once to a Kuhjeet, ivhieh will, I 
hope, prove more iu(eves:ting, and tlial is the ])Co])h' who 
inhabit them. 

Whcnwewci'e hoy. and girU ooi gcnenil i< lea of the 
inhat)ieant^ol'tla. Tacific islands was (bat they were typical 
s;ivagcs. "Wiiat savi,.L,^swiTe wc knew pretly well, or thought 
\M' knew ; f.r, laid »ve not all read l!o!.in«on (.'ras^e? AVe 
thought of Ihem as naked, black erealorcs, who^e pnnci|.al 
.iccu]>ali.>ii was bl.iwiug con<!i shells, brand i.-^hing thigh 
hones, and daiieing a horrible cancan aroinid a liro where a 
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hiiinnii caren»!\vns roaMin};. But we were iiii^lnlic!!. Tbc 
I'olyucsiiiiis, iiR !i iiilp, wei-p not sivvagos, thmisrli lumiy uf 
tliP wliiti; |K'o]>Ie who fiitft visited tlieni ivprp wj. 

Ttt tlic I'licific Isliiiids tivo very difitiiict I'nccs lU'o fiuuiil. 
Of one rniS! tlie lliiwniiiui.a or Taliitiaiis may he rcj^.mlefl as 
tlic tyiie. Tliis race jieopli^ n!«i the Society, Saiiioan, Navi- 
;i!iitoi*, mill J''ricn(Uy !^'<>U|>?, nnrl iiicliirlef tlip Maoi-is of Nf w 
/oiilaiul. All tlips^eislaiirlci'sliiivetliepaniepliyr'ical features, 
similar sucial cults, and S]«>nk dialects of tlie same language. 
TliC! diflerence between the taiigiia^ of a Hawaiian and of 
a Socieiy i-;lander is not jrieater Hian that between the 
Cerman and the Miitcti. The dilJevc-nee between the hiii- 
gua^ of a Haivaiian aiifl a Maori h lew than Ijetwi^n the 
iHitch and the Englii=!i. Thi.^i and (he ennnniiiiity <if 
|)liy.''ical tyjMi es^tahlislies the identity of race pullicicntiy. 
TliCAvesteni ishuids of tlie I'aeific arc oectiijied by a rape 
wliich linif supli apiKirent affinity witit the ncgritow of I'apnn 
or Xpw <.>iiiiipa at* to I'aise a very stroi){f prc?inn|)tii)n id' 
their coinniunity, and the i^upiKwitiiin is cori-ohovated by 
many other trirciiinf! lances. Of tlic Iwo races, the iii-st 
inentioncdis uiiicli -laperior physically, mentally, and mor- 
ally, and of all hranelics of that race the mihlest is the 
Hawaiian. 

l'liy?icii]]y they are iiUher hiryc, and have a liglit )>rowii 
isilor, straight hair, and ai-e lianilson)eIy fiirnicd, of goorl 
hearin};, and well featured. Tlie women also arc plea^iiij;' 
and comely. There is nothing about them pavoviuff of tlic 
sfjnaw, ha;.', or wench, which U almotit. universal amoni: so 
many of the jiriniitive ihirlc-skinncd race-^.aiid they aro imt 
without hcanty, fvpu acwwding to (lie tasic of ihc "hiU' 
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mail, if liP- w williii;^ to ailiiurc !i rrihii^t type of fominiiie 
■^i-iti-Q a." I'nsily ii^ ho doc tlie "jmiIo, [liotis, pnlmonaiy" 
j*ri*iia.'i(ni. Among the IlnivHiiaiis the olil kings ami chiefw 
fii^iuofl to form juliptiiiet caste jinil a hra-d greatly stipenor 
to the coinnioji lierd. Tliey wei-c vqvv large, and some- 
times nimrat gigaiitit: in ?he, and of very inipresaive form 
and bearing. Tlieir folor was lifjlitor, and they were of 
tiiorci massive frame?. 

At tlie time of tlie disci>very of llw-e hhwh liy Oapt. 
C<iok, in ]77(i, tliesc j>eo[ilo were by no iiieiui^ .'avagw. 
Tlieir soelal system "as as much alxive ?nv!igeryoii the one 
liaiid as it wa;; heliAv eivtliKation on tlic other. A careful 
stiidv uf llieiv haliits and cnstoms dis^lusei* the very intcr- 
priting fact that their soeial orgimi/Jition bore u striking 
siniilitmle to that of Knroive in the 10th and llth centwrics. 
Jl was a feudal -system almos-t exactly. Tliey had kings . 
who wc'i'e iu all striclne.*; hereililary .riucrains. Under 
lliem were ehief* wim owed theriv fealty, and wlio hohl lands 
and titles by a U'iiimt wliicli cao hiirdlv be distingnislied 
fi-om enfeolfment, and whieh, al all even t.>*, was a trnly 
fcndat tenure ; for it earried with it the i-ecogiiilion iif the 
jaiiieiph- that the allodium was vested in the ting alone, 
anil the tenure was granted to the chief as a vassal iti con- 
fiideration of military service. The common jieople were 
mere villeins, bound to the soil, thongh in some .sort as ten- 
ants at will. The islan<!s were di\'ided np into several king- 
doms, over eiieii of idiieh a king reigned, who^e ]iowcr was 
very alw.lnte ; in all things ho was lord paraimmnt. The 
khi-doni u;>s snhdivided inio h-!iels,lor whicli the lei-m now 
vised in the ishuid^ is simjdy Ihe word " hunts," 'l^lie.-^e 
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liiiuls vcro lordoa ..vw l.y cliiof:-', oC \vliOiiL tlicie wore S'cv- 
erai gi'iidcs. Tliey (verc.suhdividecl again and again rtoivji 
t" tlie siiialle?t hoUlii»;^s, of a fraction of an aci-e, tenanted 
hy the loH-ev classes, siikI ii1l wcto mavketl off l>y inctes and 
Wiuds. 

The ]imver cil'thc king waa alisolute, and limited only by 
tlie enflui-niice of his suhjects. Life and doatli, as well as 
pioiwrty, wiere subject to liia will ; and yet there was a 
division of ]m>\vpi-. To make the parallel with niediteval 
Europe more conij)lete the ]>oiver of the king was rivaled, 
and in sojiie cases even overborne, by the |)om'cc of a priest- 
hood ; and the priests enforced their away with a t-piritimi 
weapcni of reaii-tless potency. The weapons of Ilomc wero 
many, chief among which were excomnninici\tion, tlie inqui- 
sition, and the interdict. The Hawaiian priest had a 
weapon more powerful tliaii thein all. It was the tal)n. 
This woi-d has been adoj)ted, nietaphorieally, into the Eng- 
lish an<l many other huiguages. But few people compre- 
hend its signiilcanec in the phicca where it originat-ed. The 
word means pi-ohibtted or forbidden, and a gi-eat deal more 
boaides. Almost anything might be tabu. The penalty 
of violating a tabu was always death. The institution de- 
rived its power fiiim the fact that tliei-e was not a native in 
all Polynesia who did not devoutly believe that even if the 
king or priests did not cause him to be kille<l for violating 
a tabu the gods certainly would. 

In I'especC to the arts pos-scsscd hy these people they M-cre 
few and simple. The islands coutainal no inetala and very 
few subftittitcs for it, except stone, and not the best kinds 
of stone for iniplcnients at that. C'onsidpi-ing the wimt of 
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jualuriiilH, Itowcver, tlicir avts were hiirilty to be dii--j)iso(l. 
Tliey inatle many articie.s of wood with suiprisiug SHiituess. 
'flieir only substitutes for ctotli wei-e « fabric miiJe of a 
pecLilifir bark, inaoeiated in water ami pounded out an 
tliiu as paper, and iimts woven i'roui the fibres of tbe pau- 
diitiu.B with no little skilh Their liouses were liii-ge, com- 
modious structures ina<le of ^i-asa, often ncutty Wf>ven, and 
attached to a frame work of poles. Tliey were scrupulously 
neat within, and matting of pleasiuf; aspect was iiaetl abun- 
dantly, Tliey were wonderfully expert fishernien, niid had 
devices anitfd for ciipturinjj; each kind of fish. More than 
that, they had fish-jiond* ;ind pi'cscrve- foi- rciiring select 
varieties. 

Agriculture was pmcticcd syHteiuiitically. They con- 
Htructod canals for irrigating, the reiaains of whieli are still 
visible in nnniorous places. Their chief vegetable was the 
, root of the taro phti't, a apw-les of arum to which the calla 
Hlie,< boiling. It may not be generally known that this is 
ini.bahly the nuist prolific food plant in the woi-Id. Hnni- 
boldt gives tliat dist t t tl b h t tl b 

nowhere in the co | i i } 1 1 1 11 

plantofl witli tara w II j 1 If 1 It n t 

for a ycai-. This pl t | 1 b t k t, 

couipletely deslroyr, tl i q ' tj 1 rei I t 

very whole«nne. 1 h H h t I 1 t Itl 

poinid it, gradually 11 t II k II 11 

oil in a mayonaise, 1 1 f 11> | ] [ i 

sistciiey very mud 11 I tl ( 

termed \ki] ; and to tl I tl I l | 
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bnuid, sinil U airves still na their iiivurite iiiod. Jlaiij- of 
thfl (vhite residents iilsn haye become exceed in gly fund of it, 
Tlw; primitive Hnwaiiiins wevt; very l>ij!<:i aud skillful 
imvigiihirs. Tfaeie can be no tiHwtioii thiit they fvetiueiitly 
visited in tlieir little ciuioea tlie Society Islands aud Tahiti, 
siiuth of the Wjiiator, ami '2,400 tailw distant from Hawaii. 
How they could erods such vast wastes of ocean seenw iit 
firet myflterioiis; but they had a knowledge of astronomy 
tiudi iM viL lomanues nmi\el ut in tht. old liip;} ptiaiH aud 
Chaldeans 1hc\ kniw the planet'- ind had uarne^ foi the 
bijjfhtei -Uu- rho id-o hwl t goo 1 (.tltud^i lln-ii 
y<."ii wiH 5(>j di\i Wy and be„ in whtn the Pkudci i j^e 
at ■■un-iot Thu hidfwtht month'i of whitb ele\tn ha 1 
tliivlv days each, and thetwolth thirty-five days. Tlicy had 
also a prniitivc aritluuetic iiud a, syifem of iiunierals in 
which they could iiuiuber up into the huudi-cds of tinui- 
siiud«. It was partly decimal and partly te,s.seriil. 

The i-eligionof this iJCople was in some inspects aualof,'i'u^ 
to that of the Greeks. Their gods were liei'o yods, and of 
many grades. Indeetl, it h <]uite litei-al to say that tln^ 
ivtiodw were full of theui. Every locality, every coiis|»icu- 
ous rock or ti-ee, had its tutelar-, correspond] ug jwrhnps to 
tlio Gi'ecian fiiuus aud dryads. Tliey also had auiiuul gtnls, 
moat notably the shark god, iiud the divinity of the volcaii'i 
of ICilauea was a female named Pele. The amount oC myth 
and iegcjuUiry loi-e in which these divinities figured wa.- 
somcthing amazing. We have for fome years been liFiding 
out that our own Indians wci-e rich in myth.-i, if uolliint' 
olsi'. Hut tlic extent of such lore aimmg tlu' flawaiian.- 
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([iiilc surpawts miytliiiiK kuown ui' otiiw jiriinitivc iiciijiUs. 
Jtdiiy of thwii are liiglily [toet.ica! auA ingv.mon^.. 

Tlic origin of t!ic I'ulyiipHimi J'lice lisus always been ii luys- 
t«i-v. T]it!i'i^ i- very little li^lit thvtmu iijioi] it iit; yot l\v 
etliitoloj^ii^Hl ri^tnroli. The view most fiivored is that tiiey 
cdiiie from tlifi Enrtt Iiulies iit ii remote period. Tliat the 
hirgor Isliiuclrf of tlte Pin;ili(r luive betn iuiinbitecl tiir many 
centiii-ios Is oil iiiforciu'o wliicli tiink considenible supiiort. 
Attempts liiivo been mado to iwucvtiiiii whether the hinguuge 
has any aiiinity t() known hin^ua^es of rK>utbeastwn Asiii, 
but the results are little bettcv than negative. Some coinci- 
dences Imve been found, or siijiiiosed to luive been found, 
but it does not seem that tliey are anj' better or more sig- 
nificant than such as may be frciiuentl y dtsMvei-ed between 
two lanjfuagej; which are surely known to have iibsolntely 
iiofhin;^ in i-ommon. (Joiiicidonces between legends and, 
<aiftoins have also lieeJi dis(Mvere<l. Hut cthnologistii of 
tlie jn'Oat'iit day liavc coiiio to altaeli h'ss iuiportancc to 
tliem, if possible,- tliaji U< lan;,niap;ifi. 'I'liiis the manners 
and eiis^oius, and also the legends, of the 5Iaons of New Zea- 
land have very iiltle in eomnjon with those of the HawaiiauM. 
Yet the absohite identity of physical type and the viitual 
identity uf tboir lauguaf;es is tantamount to proof of a com- 
mon race. And jirimttive peoples, world over, are con- 
stanl-ly surprising us by ftirnisbing poi'i'es])o» deuces in 
legends ami peculiar customs, when it is ah.^olulely certain 
that they are widely distinct. On the other bund, there is 
■ ijood gi-oinid tor believing that if the rolyucsians did not 
come fvoiii sunie l;ito\vo Asiatic or East Indian stock, they 
may al 1c;hi liavc coiiimiuiiraled with litem iu one way or 
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iim.Lli,.-. _WIk'I)|Iiu U[ nls uu li cuv i I i j C 4 t u 
0»nk ])ig^ wwe vtiy'sibuiiiu t tlicit iiucl tlie mil ill « i-, 
tljr all tl)e;;w..rl(l 1111 Eist Inlim > iiith Ihe i)eciiliiH 
tusks, the tioi-teiitimsly loii^ snout likt an lUhj tsiiuui iiml 
L'itis set ill the middle of its hodv give iti piUty leJiible 
tfatumiiiy as to it.s origin fliej il-io huldo^ iind cei 
taiiily 110 dog could hii\(. ctiiie titlici fnm AmerKii 01 
AiwtrJilirt. - JFiually, atid e^eii nioie coiictimveK tlie> liid 
foniiuoii limis imil chickcim A\hic!i iiit ctitaml) of Aiiitii 
ongiii, '^^'l^ut people hrou^lit tlicse imiinli to the inlands 
is a <juestioii. I have alieiidy ineutiuiied ti you that the 
Hawaiians often nnido; vo\a^ei to lahiti in tliLu little 
i-aiioea, a didtitnce of 2,400 miles, and then ancient jiotnis 
and legends are full of \agHe iit,couiits of iOjage^ tt c\cn 
!,'i-ciiter distances, Tht^ knew oftlie'-un an and loiifjt 
islands, ivhidi are mwe than lOOOmilf- m ij aiidluithei 
westwai-d. I'o&sihij' alsi they k»cv\ ){ "New /talitid but 
the cvidenee of that is not f,> cleai But I hi\eiH\u 
learned thiit auything in tU(.n j>oetry oi tiaditioii-> mduatetl 
a know ledg(f of cither Ameiictoi ^mb While thtiikit 
it id not iiuiiOH^iblc that thtv niav ha\e had u)niniuiii( ati< ii 
witli Asia, tliei-e is no othei LVideiice of it tlnn th fact 
that domestic aiiiuuds of Aiiitit oiipin wtie foun 1 iiu 1 j, 
tlieni. 

The transition of liiis ifCO()ie from bavb^rism to civiliza- 
tion has Wen ivoiiderfidly rapid and eoniplctc. It is a very 
i-emarkable fiict, too, that it U the only dark^kinned race 
that has ever been hrougliE into full coubict ami relation 
with civiliz-ation, without wiir aud generations of bloodshed, 
ending in sidyiigatiou. The i-easoiis are many. Prominent 
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jiiiHJii;; tticiK are llic f.tllmvio^': In llio i\tH [.law tWn: cMi 
Ih; little ([UcMion llmt it k iho fiiiost iind most iiitelligt^nt 
riic* of (lnrk-skiiiii«l jiTOplo in llic iviivld. In tlie second 
pliicc it is 'Uie in a great nionBure to llio wisdom, tact, and 
good sc'n:*e of tlie (Hisriioiiaries, throiijjh whom tliii^ clviliz-A- 
tioii was imparted, lint it sp.an» to me that the lliird I'faf-on 
is still metre potf-iit, and thi^i was the great ahility, wisdom, 
and good seitse of the kings of the line of the Kanieha- 
mehnK and the ahsohitc [lower they OJ'iginally held over 
their jicople. 

] o t n cl I -It tl e t f tl n 1 t f 1 c e 
tie CO ! oil] 1 1 HI al tI 1 e 1 ht I 

totlela U f no in ho f 11 canlic f cl 1 
t If tie 1 t of tleh t ! 1 ne aMl 1 at 
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1 e i 1 c lit h tl nkc 1 c t 

tl e all B t I c 1 1 1 1 , ot o 1. lo avc 1 tl 

desti-iLCiion of his own jiowei- and the oliliteratlon of the 
nutiijiiality of his jieople, b\it actually to draw strcnglh lixna 
it, and make it liis scuvant instead of his master. The 
greatest nchievenient of Iiis life was the work ol' his deeliniii^ 
yeans, an<! it was an aehievea.eiit of Mirjiassin- skill. U.- 
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broke <-oni)>]ctely the secnlnr |)ow(t of tlie pries iliwul. He 
lui'l thp siagncity to <1is-covpr alone niid imaidcd tlic gr;iiKlp,-t 
truth in pdliticiil science, mid one whicli white men never 
(liecovoi'ed iiiitil thi'ce or four centuries njfo. That great 
trnth WW that Church and State hiid Iretter let euch other 
nhme. AVc need not wonder, hoiicver, that iie discovered 
it, toy tlie kinj^ of Kiuojie understood it well pnonf,'h ; indeeil 
they were ahont the only ones hIio did. The niarv(d vu^ 
that this barbarian should have had the courage and address 
to make the truth a practical reality, and put it into oxecu- 
tion. It is one thing to jyerceivethe Ibolisbness of supersti- 
tion, and ipiite another to hrcak down a whole j-oligiun. 
When Xaniehaiueha hegan his career the priesthood was 
far more jiowerfiil than lie. Wlien he dieil they wei-e as 
jwttcrless in secular nialtei-^ na the Pojie now ia in Italy. 
The finishing stroke wns given when his dead body, as yet 
nnhinied, was awaiting the ohsetiuifs. His ividow and sou 
deliberately broke many of the most saei-cd tabus, and 
enjoined the «»me sacrilegious acts upon their luiusehohU 
and followei'?. They were promptly obeyed, and the ex- 
ample was followed by the whole nation. Next t!ie tcmj>les 
well! dos[H>iled, the itnagea of the gods broken and liurned, 
and Ihe priest" tbemse!vei driven inlo tlie forests and jiin- 

An act so sweeping and revolutionary as the Irarnpling 
under foot of the most binding supcretiliou or religious 
conviction that ever held sway over the hmuan race, woiihl 
never have been ventured, if the people bad not been 
gradually wrought up to it. In truth, Kamciiameha bad 
Hr.^t revohil ionized the whole social and political condition 
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of ln> i»!o|)].',iiiLil liii.i cloviitwl thrill iijiiiipii.ioiy iitiiiinst, tlio 
ililiiipnwt; of !i pnofttcrntt wliirli was all tlm time striving 
tu lioM thrm ilowti. AVIioii the i?^iK( t-nine tlie King tri- 
Miiijilictl, niiil tliu jii'icst was o\'orU>n>wii. It ivas probably 
this dian^ro *vliieh prqwii-efl tlio Hiiwaiian ppoplc fi>i' what 
followed. It r.sfa))li«liMl (he kindly powfr iii(lGi>endcTitly 
of a pvice'tlKHM.l, mid left the people without a veligiou. 

Tlio yojir fiiltowing this important event the niiRsinnarieit 
laiwlwl t!n'(v for t!ic fii-st time. They soon secured f lie goofl 
will of ttie sceoiiil Kaniohaineha, am! found tlieit work a 
cfiniparalivoly euiy one. To the missionaries- h cine flic 
credit of Jiaving lieen thu iigcints tlti'oujrti wlioiii civilii^ation 
was iinpartcd to the islniids. Those wlio are specially de- 
voted to the interests of foreign missions hai-o Uecii in the 
Iiidnt of regiudiug the Hawaiian Island-* as n signal in- 
stiineo of ti)e triumph of Protestant propagandism, .. On the 
whole, tliere is a large niea-stire of justice in tliis clitlm. 
r.nt, on the otiici' hand, a eloser view will probably dls- 
elo?cto the iiiipartiiil nn'ud the fiiet that, while the amount 
of Christian praselytism has been very Cftnsidei-able, tbe 
outside view of it is somewliat overdi-awn. There are cei- 
taiuly many devout Chi-istians antoiig the Jlawai'ians, but 
thei-e ai-c also nuwiy wlio cherish their oid religion, and the 
greater part of them are more or le.?.-: liiut.iiied witli their 
aneient auperBtltions-. IJut whatever doubts may arise as 
to the complete sucfiew of t.lie ])ropagtindn, there can Ik- 
none as U) their i^ueees-s in iin|>arting civiliKiitioji. Fortu- 
nately they had to deal with anil thi'ough a suPCe,ssion of 
kings who wore men of pre-eminent cense and of practical 
wi.sdom, and who knew liow to manage their jJiibjects. 
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Tiiey were kuigu in the be-*t i»i)SJ-it>lo significatidii. Royalty 
was inborn in them, and tlie loyalty of tlieii- siibjecfcj was 
i^^cll that tlie loyalty of an EHgliahnitin is ii feeble senti- 
ment in comparison. I'he Kanieliuiuebas, from the II to 
to V, inclusive, were rioiek to recognize tlie advantages of 
tiviliwitioii, and had woiidei'fi.il tact in discriminating bo- 
t ween good and bad. advice. Tlie niisifionaries pro veil tfl 
Ik; discreet and iudicious advisere, and gradually tlic tran- 
sition from barbarism to civilization was effected safely, step 
by step; the government was transformed into a constitu- 
tntional monarchy, the fendnl tenure of landa was changed 
to fee eimple. Statute laws were enacted and codified, and 
Buffiage was made as bi-oad and liberal an in America. 
I'erliupa the most important step was compulsory eilncsi- 
tion, which is providetl for by the State, and to-day it is 
hai-d to find a native ivho cannot read, write, and cipher. 

The economic condition of the Hawaiian is pi-obab!y 
aiij>erior at the present time to that of any other tropical 
jieople in the woild; and, on the whole, I tliinl; it quitfe 
safe to say that it is but veiy little surpassed, if at all, by 
that of the working cla-sses of America. He has even more to 
eat and better food, plenty of beef, pork, and fish, and conld 
have an abundance of flour if he desired it, but he prefers 
his tfti'o. He owns his property in fee; he makes laws and 
executes them; lie reads and writes; he has- but one wife; 
he tills the soil and tends iloclis; sometimra ho accumu- 
lates wealth, and sometimes he does not ; he makes Ins will 
in due form, dies and receives a Christian burial. In no 
land in the world is property more secure. Indeed, I have 
yet to learn of any where it if* e()ua1ly secure from bnj-glary, 
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riipiiio, hikI thiuvcry or UiofrOHiihtlcr <!evivcw by wliidi the 
(umiiitig get iiossc^riion (if the property oi' the fcHs astufe 
without yivinf; an eyuivalciit for it. Tlio few relk* of har- 
hjiriwm reiuaiiiiiig ai'c of the most hiir nil e^ (Inscription, and 
pcobiiljly iniitc lis gooil for him sis anything he might adojit 
in place of them. 

TJnfortuiiateJy the i>o|Hihitiou is rapidly (teci'easing. A 
century ago afair estimate would jirobahly have heen over 
1-50,000. To-day tlie native jioinitatiou is 4i,00() to 50,000. 
Tlic causes of this decrease are many. It hsis iistiully heen 
attrihiilod to diseases lironglit by contact vitli the whit&s. 
AV'iiile it in indisputable that such di.icases have in a 
measnre contributed to the result, I believe there is still 
another cause at nork tending to the ^nie result, which U 
as follows: The Hawaiian is the mast amiable and social' 
crcatuTO in the world. Life without plenty of society is 
intolerable to liim. He is al-o fond of display — of giving 
feasts, of treating, and extravagantly fond of ditss, hoi-scs, 
and sport. His instinct is to lejive the eoiintry and crowd 
into the towns. This Ls na connnon among the women as 
amtjiig tbeniciv Hut to live in town, or to indulge in dis- 
siiKition, roquirct money, and tliei-efoio a f imily k a burden , 
especially to women, who arc so fond of gaiety. There is, 
therefore, a deliberate and willful curtaibiient of the birth- 
rate; and in my judgment thid hiUi been not nmch le^s po- 
tent in i-cducing the population than the. abnornnil increa.se 
in the death-rate. 

The govei'nment. of the islands is now a constitutional 
monarchy. The king is the rliief executive ofiiccr, aiifl his 
[.owers, Ihough in theory no grealci- than those of the 
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Eiiglisli s-ovcifiifii, arc in i\;ii!ity uiiiuli movu i^xtt.'iisivc ami 
cffcctuiii. The li'gisliitive braucli consists of a i-e|>r(!scut!i- 
tlve asricmbly elected biwiiiially hy the people, and it house 
of iioble?^ limited by the coiirftitution to twenty meiiibeiv. 
The iioble»_ lire aiipointcd for life by the king, but theii' 
titles are not bei'editai-y. The judieiary is oi-gunixed iiiwii 
a [ilan S".imewhat similar to that of New York Btate, thotitrh 
cfinsiderably. siinpler. At the hea{l of the judicial bvancli 
is the chief juslice or chaiiccllor and two vice-chnncelloi-s, 
ivho perform the fiuictiou? nf a siipveine court and final 
amrt of appeals. They have also orij^iiiiil jinisdietion bi 
a \vide raiigt! of subjects, and iudeed in almost all important 
case' of whatsoever natuii-. ICncli of these justices holds 
circuit coui'te in various ]>itrts of the kingdom, at i\-bich 
cases are tried both originally and on appeal. T'heie are 
also lower eoui'ts in which petty ciis&- arc tried, and in 
which more iin|)ortant ones may orij^iiuite. The higbcj' 
judges are white men truly Iearne<! in the la«', and they 
have reflecfetl hoiiur upon their profession mid upon their 
udoptc<.I cmiutry. All of them are Anierieau?;, and re- 
ceivwl their education and training in law in the 
United States. 'I'lie primary judgi-s arc in some eases 
whites, in others native,--. Tbc jmtivc judges were for- 
merly apijointed by the ehaiicellor, but are now apixiinted 
by ibe eivwu. There i^iigenei-allynmch difficulty in finding 
men of mdive birth who ijossess the reijuisile legal kno'-\ledge 
and cxjtenence. Tlieir intentions are always of the boat, 
but tbeir tendency is to ironstrue laM in aeeoiihineo Mith 
their own notions of abstract jUMtira ralhcr than Ujimi le;;;!! 
princij-fes, am! iiiw of ihem are capable as yet of iimler- 
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sttimliiig fiif viiliii.' !iinl sigtiiticancu (if [livuwlunls. ]5iil. 
tlie liLgiiw courts uie JihviUH qioii fu iijiiiwil. Tin.' uiliiiini'^- 
tratiou <if law is cxtcllent, niul nil! on tlii! whole coiiijiaiii 
fiivoi'ttbh" with iuiy (!uiintr_v in tlio wodd. Tlie I'csptct of 
thciiiitive for atatntc hiw is very great, and the slierifi', 
jioHcciiiiiu, or tax givthevev, haa iin inoiis (Uftii.-tilty ill cxc- 
ciilijighis jiroci'ss tlinii in KiigIiiii(Ioi'M«ssadiiiJ:etts;iinlpci], 
he lias, if aiiytliiiig, ie^ diffifiilty. 

'fiio statiitoiy coile is in ■^eiieml inoddeil aftor that of 
XfW York, llioiigh it is ajtjiai-nnt that in niattei¥ iif detail 
iLiaiiy iiiio'ir difieivnew wen; at the fii>it unil wtill are neces- 
sary, lim tlif uutlt'vlyinji; i>rjnciidefi m-e ideiitieai. The 
tcnuve ol' rejii estato, tlic huvs relating Ui Hens and niert- 
gagiw, to wills and inherltanet: of ])ro]>erty, to ln\iikni])tcy 
and debt, to niarringe and divoj-ee, to [iartnci^!ii]i and eor- 
]ioiiitioiis, i\n: founded mion those of New York Btat^. 
The svsti'iii (if J 11 r is; jni donee is ids" fin idanien tally the same. 
There nr'C Tiian\' diHereTici-^ nf detail and these arci some- 
times wi.U-. hut never m wide us tn Cduslitut.: dilJereuets of 
princi ])!(■. Tlic juoeessi'S of the LourL< are uKire friMjuently 
suniiuary, Liiid their aeliim is mueh nidro sjietily and dii'ec^t. 
X>eviees lor jivotracting and eonijilicuting litigation have 
uot as yet been deve!ii|)ed to any grejit extent. 

All law;, are (.■oaeied by the legislalinv, which ivguhitcs 
taxation and eiisiouis, and aji|.ri)|)riiites speeifiealjy for all 
]>ultlie ex ]iendit 11 res. Ju theory the (lowei-s of this b<idy 
iii-e very nearly the same in their broader features as tliose 
of oneof i.ur Siitle legislatures. 'Hie members of the lower 
lionseaiv (■k-.t(>d bii'iinlall.v a.i-1 iire n.uslly n^illve-. In 
nrarliee, ]i..wvv<t, llicre i> a wide diileiviKv. In lOn-land 
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